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Faced with charter takeover, local district mulls closing school

By Billy Ball

Faced with accepting charter takeover or closing a struggling elementary, leaders in at
least one eastern North Carolina town say they may pick closure over the state’s
controversial Innovative School District.

“That’s not ideal,” says Sen. Angela Bryant, a three-term Democrat who represents Rocky
Mount in the N.C. General Assembly. “But we are not interested in the innovation zone.”

Rocky Mount’s Williford Elementary is one of six schools included on a short-list for the
Innovative School District (ISD), which could allow a for-profit, charter management
organizations to ink five-year contracts with the state in hopes of turning around test
scores at selected low-performing schools.

Charter operators would control day-to-day operations and staffing at the schools, with
annual checkups on academic progress. Over the next two years, North Carolina leaders
are expected to choose five schools for the new program, with the first two selected by the
State Board of Education in December.

Under state law, schools chosen can accept the takeover or close. In that scenario,
students and staff would be reassigned in the district, but would not face takeover by a
private, charter organization.

Bryant says closure is an increasingly favored option among many residents, but for now,
she says top priority for residents in Rocky Mount is convincing state leaders to exclude
them altogether.

“There doesn’t seem to be much in here about education,” adds Bryant. “It seems more
about charter management companies putting money into lawmakers. And they’re going to
come in here and do better with the same (state funding)? I don’t see it.”

Schools eligible for the state-run district, most situated in high-poverty neighborhoods,
reported performance scores in the bottom five percent statewide and hadn’t met or
exceeded growth goals in at least one of the prior three school years. [Read more...]

Progressive Pulse Blog:

Editorial: Tillis is flat wrong about NC tax cuts

A guide to proposed judicial maps as Court Commission set to meet today

Bill curbing further limiting state agencies meets skepticism in N.C. House

State Supreme Court sends one of oldest racial gerrymandering cases back to trial

court

$1.5 trillion revenue-losing tax cut is windfall for wealthy. leaves out everyone else

o Chalkbeat: A Q&A with the new academic chief in Tennessee’s charter takeover
program

o NC featured in new national report criticizing legislative overreach vis-a-vis local
government

o Charlotte activist who removed SC Confederate flag barred from Asheville school
speech

e Local physicians speak out for reproductive freedom on International Safe Abortion
Day

¢ Judicial maps move forward despite pleas to slow down from public, judicial

stakeholders

Daily Radio Commentary:

o Legislators stonewall State Board of Education nominees

Daily News:

e Chancellor says Silent Sam is draining ‘energy and goodwill’ on UNC
campus
Raleigh News & Observer

o Kennedy holds key votes as Supreme Court tackles gerrymandering,
religious liberty
LA Times


mailto:billy@ncpolicywatch.com
http://salsa3.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=AQ5xNKtOaIfnV0jTIk61OCoa1FySTrKy
http://salsa3.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=LVNRZAHX%2BKT5p6R1%2FWDDnSoa1FySTrKy
http://salsa3.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=wKLaszAAZ6SPJ8J%2FL4Hwk8%2Flrfo9iNLG
http://salsa3.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=sCxnhMeONhD5MsMxBXV8yyoa1FySTrKy
http://salsa3.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=IrP9zx%2FyDEeRtX%2F9KCtyRyoa1FySTrKy
http://salsa3.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=utU%2FXZSUEaAiy%2BPoI8y4Jyoa1FySTrKy
http://salsa3.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=1WbmLLK4EhS2imLfO2InkSoa1FySTrKy
http://salsa3.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=iwZfuNtZHR5UkeCkTCIrBioa1FySTrKy
http://salsa3.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=SBzTzKQ12JmmdPwZeZvXwyoa1FySTrKy
http://salsa3.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=R56jBWZhKZIkwYEzw0J6Mioa1FySTrKy
http://salsa3.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=jJhXceYR1qGofvZ3SLhEaCoa1FySTrKy
http://salsa3.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=z5RaaJ2WNdnxFB5CvD2oayoa1FySTrKy
http://salsa3.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=6fl2KWBGeq5bGYS7VOvbcioa1FySTrKy
http://salsa3.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=6tgfNdmvRfE8moQxZeycpioa1FySTrKy
http://salsa3.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=E%2FhpdE5ZwVR5WpbYPIZTNyoa1FySTrKy

N.C. legislators consider options for dealing with chemicals discharged into
rivers
A.P.| journalnow.com
¢ House lawmakers meet on GenX
WRAL.com
o Keeping Local Water Supplies Safe
North Carolina Health News
e Senate limit on $100M regulations hits hurdle in House
WRAL.com
o What happened to 234 cars seized from DWI arrests, auditors want to know
Raleigh News & Observer
e 1.2M NC Drivers Lost Their License For Failure To Show Up To Court Or Pay
Fees
WUNC
e The ousted Durham DA had her law license suspended. Will she get it
reinstated this year?
Raleigh News & Observer
e Tom Price, Trump's HHS head, says he'll pay $52,000 after caught using
private jets
WSOC-TV
o Activist Bree Newsome not allowed to speak to NC school
Raleigh News & Observer
e Durham Schools Push Against Possible State Takeover
WUNC
e Some N.C. A&T students’ personal info released
Greensboro News & Record
o Here are the most expensive places to live in North Carolina
Charlotte Business Journal
e Air Force Academy superintendent: "Grab your phones"
Axios

Daily Editorials:

o Legislature's sneaky taxi insurance hike another case study in bad policy
WRAL.com

e Don't try to make NC the model for tax cuts
Raleigh News & Observer

e Susan Ladd: Mark Walker's remarks reflect Hugh Hefner's American legacy
of objectifying women
Greensboro.com

o Whose free speech?
Greensboro News & Record

e Surviving incentives
Journalnow.com

e The Trump administration has had its worst day yet

Raleigh News & Observer

Our work is supported by readers like you.

Help us to continue expanding our aggressive reporting and D on at e
thoughtful commentaries. Make a tax-deductible financial

contribution today!

Follow us on Facebook and Twitter: To get reqular updates from NC Policy Watch, you can nowfollow us
on Facebook and Twitter.

Join the policy debate at The Progressive Pulse blog.

NC Policy Watch isa project of the North Carolina Judtice Center.
©2016 NC Policy Watch | 224 S. Dawson Street, Raleigh, NC 27601

You are receiving this email because you signed up online or at an in-person event with NC Policy Watch or the NC
Jugtice Center. You may also be receiving this email because you registered to attend one of our events. To stop
receiving thisemail, smply dlick here to unsubscribe or here to manage your subscription.

empowered by = =S58 Isar


http://salsa3.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=6CZbMd2xY59XLHP6bZzaayoa1FySTrKy
http://salsa3.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=jPUGUmiFFlzWALJX72Nu9vRo72etYgzg
http://salsa3.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=8cuMrjRa2%2BPosUdbkds8gSoa1FySTrKy
http://salsa3.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=HeGk%2BGUuZ6rnEyitTVvI3s%2Flrfo9iNLG
http://salsa3.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=kUDSt%2BRwa0SvSt41HTlcfSoa1FySTrKy
http://salsa3.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=V7XeBkHfhre4Ubw5PJGnGyoa1FySTrKy
http://salsa3.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=VpKX1wTJ9prjI7ha%2BmhWdyoa1FySTrKy
http://salsa3.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=htdSwTapyLkjyrSSgVzLWSoa1FySTrKy
http://salsa3.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=dCvLuTbia1a66uUbWm4IYCoa1FySTrKy
http://salsa3.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=mEKTitRr3n%2Frv57DvrH3vSoa1FySTrKy
http://salsa3.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=DqhQ7Ga0riNIqwYKY6SeSSoa1FySTrKy
http://salsa3.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=Fhm%2Bmarp%2F1UxNl2Cnn12Tyoa1FySTrKy
http://salsa3.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=zMnc7ZnMLrr5023c%2FHppsyoa1FySTrKy
http://salsa3.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=EUG9BAZSeHmszjj2pOvTtioa1FySTrKy
http://salsa3.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=Uhh%2FAlZP%2F5chzJSPvc7KWCoa1FySTrKy
http://salsa3.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=uaqu%2Feidtg2r1fRpF0CceCoa1FySTrKy
http://salsa3.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=jE4IcL%2FVMOEs3LvE2whc6Soa1FySTrKy
http://salsa3.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=BCmxZiqq2YN9M6Q8IbUBpCoa1FySTrKy
http://salsa3.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=0dCZ1r5Wb8qqF3x%2FI7a7gyoa1FySTrKy
http://salsa3.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=S3UwgttGLzHaSEDqsLRPiSoa1FySTrKy
http://salsa3.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=LpOIEFZn%2BIuwzKLUrpULvioa1FySTrKy
http://salsa3.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=%2FoOMULYBBoTVYpCgJP7rWSoa1FySTrKy
http://salsa3.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=806AOwxASfRNcUaacn4Zhs%2Flrfo9iNLG
http://salsa3.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=muAUqNUmDsT5%2FMCiKy98wSoa1FySTrKy
http://salsa3.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=hq2CbmV%2Fi6oLQT73l6yKMyoa1FySTrKy
http://salsa3.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=cOqI9Dg9Y6VO3ROzpg%2BRgyoa1FySTrKy
http://salsa3.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=2H3Cbs9ltdhGJT7g633oCioa1FySTrKy
http://salsa3.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=aPWOPHBdcKktv9aLL6Ki5Coa1FySTrKy
http://salsa3.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=vNUxDj8BH%2BONWK4V5XzmAyoa1FySTrKy
http://salsa3.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=tVFhFdK%2FCEtcZDg4awDayCoa1FySTrKy
http://www.salsalabs.com/?email

