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Ben Fulmer

From: Sarah Terwilliger <sterwilliger@ashevillenc.gov> on behalf of Sarah Terwilliger

Sent: Thursday, September 07, 2017 10:18 AM

To: councilgroup

Subject: P&Z Interviews-- please respond 

Attachments: P&Z Final Packet.pdf

Mayor and Council members,  

Attached please find the application packet with essay responses for the current P&Z vacancies.  There are 3 eligible 
seats, in which one member, Laura Berner Hudson is eligible and interested in reappointment.   

There are 7 candidates, including Ms. Hudson.  Please send me your top THREE recommendations for interviews to be 
conducted prior to the 10/3 Council Meeting by next Monday, 9/11 at 5:00.  I will then compile the results for the 
Bds/Comm review and recommendation at the upcoming 9/12 meeting.  Also, because Ms. Hudson is an incumbent she 
will automatically get an interview, please do not include her in your top 3.   

Please let me know if you should have any questions.  

Thanks!  
Sarah   

Sarah Terwilliger 
Deputy City Clerk  
City of Asheville  
(828) 259-5839 



2

Ben Fulmer

From: Maggie Burleson <MBurleson@ashevillenc.gov> on behalf of Maggie Burleson

Sent: Thursday, August 24, 2017 3:51 PM

To: Brian Haynes;Cecil Bothwell;Esther Manheimer;Gordon Smith;Gwen Wisler;Julie 

Mayfield;Keith Young

Subject: Draft 8-22-17 Minutes

Attachments: Minutes 2017-AUG-22.pdf

Please feel free to e-mail me any changes by Noon on Wednesday, September 6. 

Thanks! 
Maggie 

Maggie Burleson, MMC, NCCMC 
City Clerk 
City of Asheville 
Post Office Box 7148 
Asheville, N.C.  28802 
828-259-5601 (phone) 
828-259-5499 (fax) 
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Ben Fulmer

From: Susan Haynes <shaynes@ashevillehabitat.org> on behalf of Susan Haynes

Sent: Wednesday, August 02, 2017 2:09 PM

To: brianhaynes@avlcouncil.com

Subject: gentrification

Attachments: vrtunskiFINALProposal_AvlGent.pdf

Susan Haynes 
ReStore Assistant Manager 
Asheville Area Habitat for Humanity 
828-210-9372 

www.ashevillehabitat.org

We build strength, stability and self-reliance through shelter. 
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Ben Fulmer

From: Cecil Bothwell <cecilbothwell@gmail.com> on behalf of Cecil Bothwell

Sent: Tuesday, July 18, 2017 11:02 PM

To: Peter Landis

Cc: councilgroup

Subject: Re: Attempted hijacking

Oh my. 
I’ve composed a group willing to enlist others, at no expense to the City, to create the “quick, light, cheap” 
events that the Project for Public Spaces suggested in May 2016 … 

While the Downtown Association and LEAF and the Asheville Arts Council and others create events THAT 
COST THE CITY MONEY. 

But my suggestions are suspect? 

You are really completely either uninformed or nuts. 

-c 

On Jul 18, 2017, at 5:02 PM, Peter Landis <peterlandis1949@gmail.com> wrote: 

A well-crafted reply, Councilman, but not a response. 

Let's take this point by point. 

First, most of those who replied to the survey seeking input on the future of the Haywood Street 
location indicated they favored some sort of "mixed use" applications for the site.  "Mixed use". 
Not "exclusive use".  Like most others, I would also like to see "plein air painting, yoga, history 
talks" even hopscotch competitions (how about you vs me?) and other outdoor activities.  I 
suppose that puts me into the subversive camp as well.   

Second, are you really saying that the only way for the public to enjoy city-owned property is by 
creating a park and nothing else?  Not very imaginative.  How about green space AND a low-
rise, LEED certified green building that could serve as a center for environmental studies (your 
professors might like that idea) along with, perhaps, rental space for environmentally-oriented 
businesses and non profits. The public might like that, too. 

Third, while I have great respect for the people you've chosen for your foundation, it does smack 
of FDR-style court packing. No need for diversity of opinion, just shared vision. Isn't that a 
charge you flung at the Haywood Visioning team? 

And as I mentioned before, your vision is not as widely shared as you would have everyone 
believe. When you made "St. Lawrence Green" the election rallying cry, you succeeded--if that's 
the word--in attracting fewer than one out of five registered voters to the polls. Not exactly the 
overwhelming support you claim. 
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As you know from previous email exchanges, I do share your view on at least one critical issue 
facing Asheville--the affordable housing crisis. 

But you're using the park issue as a tool to try to further your power in the Council. I find that 
unfortunate.  No. Make that...disheartening. 

--Peter 

On Tue, Jul 18, 2017 at 3:24 PM, Cecil Bothwell <cecilbothwell@gmail.com> wrote: 
Mr. Landis 

For my non-profit to recruit a yoga instructor, a tai chi leader, a local knitting club to knit in 
public, some local professors to present popular science, natural history and Asheville history 
talks, a children’s education expert to work on reading in public and a kid’s activity group to do 
hopscotch competitions, talking with buskers to organize some music …. 

All seems so evil and manipulative. Oh, yes. Taking over a public space.  

Oh, dear, working with the Asheville Artists Yahoo group to suggest plein air painting. 
Subversive as can be. And I admit, the idea that Asheville folks might do coloring in public, as 
groups do in many other cities … terribly scary.  

Clearly an effort to seduce the public into enjoying city owned property. Dastardly as heck. 

Guilty as charged. 
-c 

On Jul 18, 2017, at 9:20 AM, Peter Landis <peterlandis1949@gmail.com> 
wrote: 

Mr. Bothwell, 

Whether stated specifically or implied, in permitting outside organizations to 
plan activities for (do you mean "at"?) the Haywood location,  it would seem the 
Council's objective was to encourage non-governmental entities to play a role. 
Not for a current member of said Council to--I'll say again--attempt to hijack the 
process by forming his own hand-picked "NGO".  

As you say, "anyone can meet with anyone in the U.S. to discuss anything at anytime". But (as 
we've seen in the case of Donald Trump Jr). that doesn't necessarily mean those meetings are wise or 
helpful in forwarding the common good. 

And isn't it "astonishingly stupid" to push for only a park for the Haywood site, when a majority of 
survey respondents indicated they are open to other possibilities as well?

With your push-poll and selective interpretation of election results (in which only about 10% of 
registered voters bothered to cast ballots when you made the Haywood site a rallying cry) you've 
already shown a proclivity for manipulation. Your People's Park Foundation is just another example.
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Regards,

--Peter Landis

On Tue, Jul 18, 2017 at 5:21 AM, Cecil Bothwell <cecilbothwell@gmail.com> 
wrote: 
Mr. Landis, 

Council has approved a process of permitting organizations to plan activities for 
68 Haywood. Forming a non-profit organization that will qualify for partnership 
with the City is the legal way that is done. Just as the Downtown Association, 
LEAF and other non-profits contract with the City to offer events, PPF and a 
dozen other entities have put in bids to activate 68 Haywood St. 

As for meeting with a landscape architecture firm to explore possibilities … it is 
my distinct impression that anyone can meet with anyone in the U.S. to discuss 
anything at anytime. In our case, we are seriously considering a fundraising 
campaign to garner private dollars for redevelopment of the vacant land. With a 
possible goal of raising millions of dollars, I think it would be astonishingly 
stupid not to get some idea of what is possible and what it might cost. 

Thanks for your concern, 
-c 

On Jul 17, 2017, at 11:27 PM, Peter Landis 
<peterlandis1949@gmail.com> wrote: 

To the Council (including Mr.  Bothwell): 

As you can see from his own press release, Councilman 
Bothwell is attempting to hijack the duties of legitimate 
governmental authorities to determine the future of the Haywood 
Street property by insinuating his own so-called "foundation" 
into the process. And by misrepresenting the findings of the 
Haywood Visioning panel.  

I would call it an attempted coup.  

I call on the Council to censure Councilman Bothwell for 
interfering with your regulatory duties. 

--Peter Landis 
(Enclosure) 

Press Release: People’s Park Foundation/Nelson Byrd Woltz 
collaboration 

ASHEVILLE - On Saturday, July 15th, Members of the board of the 
People’s Park Foundation (PPF) met with landscape architects 
Thomas L. Woltz and Ian Quate to discuss design options for the 
future park at the intersection of Haywood Street and Page Avenue 
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in downtown Asheville. Woltz and Quate grew up in Waynesville 
and Asheville respectively, but currently work at Nelson Byrd Woltz 
Landscape Architects (NBWLA) in New York City and 
Charlottesville, VA. 

The firm has designed prize winning public parks in 25 states, New 
Zealand and Australia, and embraces a relatively unique approach 
to their work. Woltz explained that they design based on site history 
and local soil, and create self contained projects that capture and 
use stormwater to support interconnected tree planting wells that 
permit the growth of an urban forest. They emphasize native plants 
and even urban agriculture if a site’s size and setting are 
appropriate. 

The People’s Park Foundation was formed by Asheville City 
Councilman Cecil Bothwell earlier this summer to move ahead with 
activation of the space across from the Civic Center and the 
Basilica of St. Lawrence – a goal announced in May 2016 at the 
outset of the Haywood Visioning Process, but never pursued during 
that effort. Bothwell notes, “PPF is modeled on The Friends of 
Congress Square, a Portland, Maine, organization that has created 
hundreds of public events in a similar fledgling park without any 
demand for municipal funds.” 
During the meeting Woltz observed that in his experience cities 
don’t remove buildings to create parks, so the fact that Asheville 
owns the vacant Haywood/Page properties offers a very special 
opportunity to create a new public space.  

Coupled with the historic use of a site, NBWLA appraises the 
current expectations of local residents and then creates a public 
space that significantly engages a city’s population. A core ethic of 
their company is to create public spaces that address 
environmental issues as well as public uses. You can check out the 
company philosophy here. http://www.nbwla.com/firm/philosophy

One very helpful piece of advice Woltz offered during a second 
informal site meeting on Sunday, July 16th, was that the City of 
Asheville would do well to put a hold on planned stormwater 
improvements on Haywood Street in the Pack Library/Civic Center 
area until the park is created. An environmentally sensitive design 
should handle, on site, all of the stormwater on the Haywood/Page 
property. Woltz suggested, “Why send it to the river if there’s a way 
to use the water where it falls?” 

“This meeting between the People’s Park Foundation and NBWLA 
to advance this project makes me hopeful about the progress we’re 
making,” Bothwell observed. He added, “A short list of near term 
activities we’re considering includes yoga, tai chi, knitting in public, 
popular science and local history lectures, story telling, hopscotch 
competitions, reading for kids, music performance, plein air painting 
and slam poetry. We have submitted a formal proposal to the City 
of Asheville to begin programming the park this August.” 

PPF Board members include; John Russell, Director of the 
Montford Park Players; Ellie Richard, founder of Education for 
Engaged Citizens and organizer of the annual Americans Who Tell 
the Truth project at the YMI Cultural Center; Ron Ogle, a local 
portraitist and landscape painter; Elaine Lite, publisher of Critter 
Magazine and founding member of Mountain Voices Alliance; Jay 
Fields, who currently serves as a member of Asheville’s Public Art 
and Culture Commission, and has previously served as a board 
member of the Southern Appalachian Repertory Theatre, and 
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Stories on Asheville’s Front Porch; and Asheville City Councilman 
Cecil Bothwell, who is up for re-election this November, and who 
also serves on the boards of Projecto de las Escuelas 
Guatemaltecas and Biblioworks.org building libraries and schools in 
Guatemala and Bolivia. 
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Ben Fulmer

From: Peter Landis <peterlandis1949@gmail.com> on behalf of Peter Landis

Sent: Monday, July 17, 2017 11:28 PM

To: councilgroup

Subject: Attempted hijacking

To the Council (including Mr.  Bothwell): 

As you can see from his own press release, Councilman Bothwell is attempting to hijack the duties of legitimate 
governmental authorities to determine the future of the Haywood Street property by insinuating his own so-
called "foundation" into the process. And by misrepresenting the findings of the Haywood Visioning panel.  

I would call it an attempted coup.  

I call on the Council to censure Councilman Bothwell for interfering with your regulatory duties. 

--Peter Landis 
(Enclosure) 

Press Release: People’s Park Foundation/Nelson Byrd Woltz collaboration 

ASHEVILLE - On Saturday, July 15th, Members of the board of the People’s Park Foundation (PPF) met with 
landscape architects Thomas L. Woltz and Ian Quate to discuss design options for the future park at the intersection 
of Haywood Street and Page Avenue in downtown Asheville. Woltz and Quate grew up in Waynesville and Asheville 
respectively, but currently work at Nelson Byrd Woltz Landscape Architects (NBWLA) in New York City and 
Charlottesville, VA. 

The firm has designed prize winning public parks in 25 states, New Zealand and Australia, and embraces a 
relatively unique approach to their work. Woltz explained that they design based on site history and local soil, and 
create self contained projects that capture and use stormwater to support interconnected tree planting wells that 
permit the growth of an urban forest. They emphasize native plants and even urban agriculture if a site’s size and 
setting are appropriate. 

The People’s Park Foundation was formed by Asheville City Councilman Cecil Bothwell earlier this summer to move 
ahead with activation of the space across from the Civic Center and the Basilica of St. Lawrence – a goal 
announced in May 2016 at the outset of the Haywood Visioning Process, but never pursued during that effort. 
Bothwell notes, “PPF is modeled on The Friends of Congress Square, a Portland, Maine, organization that has 
created hundreds of public events in a similar fledgling park without any demand for municipal funds.” 
During the meeting Woltz observed that in his experience cities don’t remove buildings to create parks, so the fact 
that Asheville owns the vacant Haywood/Page properties offers a very special opportunity to create a new public 
space.  

Coupled with the historic use of a site, NBWLA appraises the current expectations of local residents and then 
creates a public space that significantly engages a city’s population. A core ethic of their company is to create public 
spaces that address environmental issues as well as public uses. You can check out the company philosophy 
here. http://www.nbwla.com/firm/philosophy

One very helpful piece of advice Woltz offered during a second informal site meeting on Sunday, July 16th, was that 
the City of Asheville would do well to put a hold on planned stormwater improvements on Haywood Street in the 
Pack Library/Civic Center area until the park is created. An environmentally sensitive design should handle, on site, 
all of the stormwater on the Haywood/Page property. Woltz suggested, “Why send it to the river if there’s a way to 
use the water where it falls?” 

“This meeting between the People’s Park Foundation and NBWLA to advance this project makes me hopeful about 
the progress we’re making,” Bothwell observed. He added, “A short list of near term activities we’re considering 
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includes yoga, tai chi, knitting in public, popular science and local history lectures, story telling, hopscotch 
competitions, reading for kids, music performance, plein air painting and slam poetry. We have submitted a formal 
proposal to the City of Asheville to begin programming the park this August.” 

PPF Board members include; John Russell, Director of the Montford Park Players; Ellie Richard, founder of 
Education for Engaged Citizens and organizer of the annual Americans Who Tell the Truth project at the YMI 
Cultural Center; Ron Ogle, a local portraitist and landscape painter; Elaine Lite, publisher of Critter Magazine and 
founding member of Mountain Voices Alliance; Jay Fields, who currently serves as a member of Asheville’s Public 
Art and Culture Commission, and has previously served as a board member of the Southern Appalachian Repertory 
Theatre, and Stories on Asheville’s Front Porch; and Asheville City Councilman Cecil Bothwell, who is up for re-
election this November, and who also serves on the boards of Projecto de las Escuelas Guatemaltecas 
and Biblioworks.org building libraries and schools in Guatemala and Bolivia. 
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Ben Fulmer

From: Maggie Burleson <MBurleson@ashevillenc.gov> on behalf of Maggie Burleson

Sent: Friday, January 13, 2017 1:29 PM

To: Brian Haynes;Cecil Bothwell - Email;Esther Manheimer;Gordon Smith;Gwen Wisler;Julie 

Mayfield;Keith Young

Subject: Draft Jan 10 Minutes

Attachments: m170110.pdf

Please let me know if you’d like any changes by Wed. January 18 at Noon. 

Thanks! 
Maggie 

Maggie Burleson, MMC, NCCMC 
City Clerk 
City of Asheville 
Post Office Box 7148 
Asheville, N.C.  28802 
828-259-5601 (phone) 
828-259-5499 (fax) 



12

Ben Fulmer

From: Gary Jackson <GJackson@ashevillenc.gov> on behalf of Gary Jackson

Sent: Monday, August 08, 2016 2:08 PM

To: dmullen@unca.edu;'Deborah Miles';mgrant@unca.edu

Cc: councilgroup;Dawa Hitch

Subject: FW: Asheville Equity

Attachments: Equity and Diversity Office Framework 8-9-16 Governance Comm.docx; City Equity 

Programs Inventory Attachment A 8-09-16.docx; Equity case studies Attachment B 

8-09-16.docx

Given your considerable interest, I am sending you an update on the City of Asheville equity initiatives. 

On Tuesday, August 9 at 3:00 p.m., the Governance subcommittee of Council will meet to review a draft of Council’s 
2016-17 strategic goals, including the multiple goals aimed at improving equity in operations, policy and 
community.  Attached are the city staff reports prepared to facilitate the committee’s planning: 

1. An outline for a new Equity Office, including action plans related to proposed City Council strategic goals 
2. An inventory of ongoing city equity programming and community partnerships 
3. A summary of initiatives from benchmarked municipalities 

The role of the committee will be to review where we have been as a municipal organization, where we are now and 
where we want to go in the next two to three years.  Following committee review, the strategic goals of Council will be 
scheduled for possible approval at a future regular meeting of the full Council.   

I hope this is helpful information and updates you on the positive, proactive steps being taken by the City of Asheville. 

Gary  


