In terms of material selection:

Each school is supposed to have a MTAC (Media Technology Advisory Committee) or SIT that may include, but not limited to, school administrator, school media coordinator, representation from each grade level/dept., representation from special areas, parent and/or community representation, and student representation (middle and high level).

When challenges are made at the school level the MTAC or SIT would be responsible for reviewing the challenged material.

In March of 2022, the board adopted policy 3200-R which allows the superintendent to “re-examine” material. At that time, we did not have a district system-wide committee process for examining books that circumvented the local/school process. This was not uncommon, as historically, many districts had never experienced a “bulk” re-examination of materials. 

After the implementation of Policy 3200-R, 10 titles were identified as “sexually explicit” and committees were formed to start the re-examination process. The policy does state that “If the Superintendent appointed a system-wide committee to reexamine the material on a system level, the committee shall make a recommendation to the Superintendent who will make the final decision on the continued use of the supplementary material in the school system.”

The policy does not dictate who should make up the system-wide committee.

After the adoption of policy 3200-R the decision was made to form 10 separate committees made up of administrators, teachers, librarians, and other professionals (i.e. counselors) across all the schools to help expediate the process of those 10 titles. The final decisions were sent to the superintendent.

Of those 10 titles, only 1 title was recommended for removal, however, the superintendent chose to have 3 titles removed. 


Most recently (July 2023), the superintendent has asked for several titles to go through the bulk “re-examination” process. However, the formation of the committees has just begun since most employees, other than administrators, just returned to work on the 7th of August. These new committees, when formed, may include teachers, media coordinators, administrators, other professionals, parent/community stakeholders, and students (middle and high, if applicable). 

The number of committees needed will depend on the number of books going through the process, as once again, there is no way a single committee can review all of these titles.

At our meeting with Paula and other members the question was asked if parents were allowed on the committees and could they be included. The answer was yes they could be included, however, Mr. Sloan did remind the group that parent representative would have to be diverse, in other words, both sides of the book challenge would have to be included. So, if Paula wanted parent representation we would also have to extend the invitation to a parent who was pro choice for the book title.

Our policy very clearly states that parents can object to materials. It has been mentioned several times at school board meetings that there is a process that must be followed. 

It should be pointed out that the school district has over 20,000 parents. We have not had any parental objections submitted for this year.  With regard to challenged materials, no parent or group of parents has the right to object to the instructional materials for students other than their own children.


